Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be here with you sharing a few words.

Six years ago while finishing my masters and deciding whether I should continue for PhD, I was a little reluctant to spend these several years as a student. Looking back at those years, I am glad that I continued. 

The experience of doing a PhD, the freedom of being a student, the fun of being in New York city, the friends I made for life, and most importantly, the opportunity to work with a pioneer, Prof. Henning Schulzrinne – I couldn’t have asked for a better way to spend those years.  
To me, research is like a never ending process – and my experience at Columbia has given me a solid background to make a real impact … impact on the way we communicate.
Telephones, which were invented more than a century ago, have been an integral part of our communication. We have seen a number of innovations and inventions on and around the telephone system, more so in the last few decades, thanks to packet switching.

With the evolution of Internet, the communication is becoming more rich with features such as presence, instant messaging, video, and such. 
Such growing communication need presents additional challenges – can we make these voice calls over Internet as robust and scalable as the telephone system? Can we do such multimedia communication on the Internet in a seamless manner with open standards?
This is where my thesis plays a role. I presented techniques and architectures to build Internet telephony systems which not only match the robustness and scalability of the telephone system, but also do so in a much lower cost, using commodity hardware instead of buying expensive switching equipments.

This research is like a building block for the future of communication – which we expect one day to be 
(a) ubiquitous, with numerous devices doing these communication functions without your explicit knowledge, 
(b) global, where devices from one manufacturer seamlessly talks to another without any tweaks, and 
(c) integrated, where various multimedia communication is integral part of your life! 

A reliable, scalable and interoperable IP telephony architecture is an essential step towards the future of communication. 

Thank you!

